Plantain

Interview by Lisa Ekle and Kate Hotler
Ched your shoes! Thesetiky brits,
also known as rib wort, have been
known fo sti en collar s and pants in ¥
Olde NYC for two centuiies.

Milkweed

Don't put this poisonous veed’s juice in
your co ee, although caerpillers lowe it!
Thats how they develop their toxic
chemidry that keeps the birds away.

Bittersweet
Those beautiful oange seed pods
disguise a gone-cold tree killa!

Bouncing Bet

After a rough day working the rails or
in your cubicle lather up with a fistful of
sudsy bouncing bé aka “soap wart.”

Ragweed

Not to be confused wih golden rods,
these musard-tasting weeds have NYC
eyes watering and itching every fall.

Poor Man’s Pepper

One foot tall with small green purses on
top, poor man's pepper could gill spice
up a bland sandwich.

Moss
No soil? No Poblem. NYC's oldes lifeform
blows onb rock and tums it inb soil.

Mugwort

This picy-smelling medieal medicine
muscles out seeds and wild avers in its
bid to dominate NYC's parks.

Sedum
Up on that green roof, there’s somehing
slowly crawling from rock to rock.

Queen Annes Lace
Next time you're chomping on a raw
carrot, think of its filly, r st cousin.

Tree of Heaven

If you see brown propellers drifting in
the wind this fall, they are the male
and female tree of heaven beginning
their slightly smely mating ritual.

Maple

In NYC, anything can happen, even
a Japanese maple gowing between
the fence and sidewalk.

Butter & Eggs

This bugh weed gets its name fom

its deep golden yellow and pale lemon
yellow good looks, nat its taste.

33 § — Sunryside yards

Opportunists

If you think the stakes are high and
conditions cowded in the NYC real estate
market, check out ary pile of gravel in
the street, where weeds are working hard
to gain a root-hold and gake out a life
on the mean city streets.

Foxtail Grass

See a small, geen sauirrel tail sticking up
in that alley? It is moe likely to be NYC's
fastest-growing weed.

40 S — Queens Blvd

McDonalds Garden

Bven in man-made @rdens, gegari-
ous maher natuee joins the plant party.
Sealthy weeds lay low to avoid
detection, and lovable three-leafed
clovers hope o get lucky.

Tree Boxes & Wind

Pollination

In NYC, even the insects hae their

own agenda, so self-eliant street weeds
get down to business and pollinaé
themseles.

White Nightshade

Although its edible elatives are the
tomato and potato, this yellow and white
beauty is a feast for the eyes but na

the mout.



